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A New Century. A New Challenge. A New Town. Macon.




A NEW CENTURY.
A NEW CHALLENGE.
A NEWTOWN. MACON.



“Our old buildings and dwellings reveal in their architectural conventions
subliminal expressions of themes —the myths, even— of our history, our traditions,

and our dreams.” -RoBERT A.M. STERN
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NewTown Macon is dedicated to implementing the community’s vision of a

comprehensive, coordinated, and continuous plan of revitalizing downtown

Macon, Georgia. -NEWToWN MACON MISSION STATEMENT



JAMES WEBB'S VISION

In 1823, James Webb visualized a beautiful city in a park. Where generously wide
boulevards with lush linear parks accented charming storefronts. Where welcoming
benches beckoned passersby to pause beneath the restful shade of a nearby tree and
watch birds splash in a briskly flowing fountain. Webb’s master plan for Macon,
referred to as “New Town,” included these aesthetically appealing features along
with a design for living and growing that has weathered the test of time.

And with time come changes and challenges. Almost 175 years later, Webb's grand
and glorious vision is still visible, but through social and physical pressures much
of the original luster of downtown Macon has been lost. Architecturally significant
buildings stand in need of renewal. Public services are in need of enhancement.
Challenging transportation issues are in need of resolution. Our downtown, like
other urban centers, has been left with empty storefronts, abandoned residences and
closed offices.

In 1999, NewTown Macon, Inc. launched a capital campaign to restore our city in
a park to its original beauty and vitality.

Today, the renaissance has begun.

“My family has been

in business in [
downtown Macon for |
more than 100 years.
We have witnessed our
city’s growth and its
growing pains. I have
come to appreciate

that downtown Macon |
belongs to all of us. |
The future success of |
our downtown and i
indeed of Macon itself |

will depend on our

shared understanding [

ability to work

together toward a

of what our communiy |

cart become.” [

-BuL Hurchings, OwNer, |
HuTCHINGS FunERAL HOME




NEWTOWN MACON:
WHO WE ARE ... HOW WE WORK

In 1997, a group of visionary business and community leaders established a non-
profit, public-private partnership called NewTown Macon to fill a pressing
community need: the development and facilitation of an integrated approach for
revitalizing downtown Macon.

NewTown Macon’s sole purpose is to facilitate change by marshaling leadership
and providing support for projects that are important to our community. In two
short years, NewTown Macon has successfully worked alongside government
entities, private organizations and concerned citizens to consolidate resources and
to develop a common vision for 21st century Macon.

NewTown Macon is committed to prompt and meaningful action. Historic
downtown buildings have been saved. At NewTown Macon’s initiative, the city
issued historical review guidelines to limit demolition in the central business
district. Buildings that are the hallmarks of our city’s proud heritage still stand
today. NewTown Macon is also the catalyst for detailing the future look of our
city. Already, the planned development of the Ocmulgee Heritage Greenway is
generating enthusiasm and renewing interest in our urban center.

NewTown Macon has studied and identified the downtown area’s most pressing
economic and social needs. Subsequently, we collaborated with urban planners,

development consultants, local organizations and citizens to develop a blueprint for

the renaissance of downtown Macon that will spur significant economic growth
and improve our quality of life.

“We must focus our
energy. When you
consider how important
our historic town centers
are to our identity as a
state, you realize that it
makes simple sense to
make them a first

priority.”

- Davib Lucas,
REPRESENTATIVE, STATE OF
GEORGIA




“There is a moment in time that opens up to let an exciting future come in.

This is our time Macon, and we need to take advantage of it.”

-JANICE MARSHALL, PRESIDENT & CEO,
Macon-BisB CouNTY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU
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DOWNTOWN MACON: A CITY IN TRANSITION

Enjoy Third Street park in late March when cherry blossoms are in full, snowy
bloom. Stand at the top of Coleman Hill and observe the breathtaking view. Admire
a landscape dotted with park-lined boulevards, historic mansions and ornate
architecture.

Then, stand at the foot of Poplar Street, and see boarded up doors on vacant
storefronts and abandoned buildings with graffiti-covered walls.

For all its beauty and history, Macon is a city in need of tending. Once the heart of
economic and social vitality in Middle Georgia, Macon's downtown succumbed to
urban decline over gencrations. Run down homes and abandoned houses are found
where neighborhoods once thrived. Dilapidated buildings stand where businesses
once prospered. Neglected recreational areas sit silently where children once
played.

At NewTown Macon, we envision a dramatically different downtown. From the
sidewalks of Poplar Street to the banks of the Ocmulgee River, Macon will become
a city full of life. Everyday, thousands of us will come downtown to work, to live,
and to play.

“Macon hay ihe

potential 1o enhance it
putblic realm and be
recognized as one of
the ereaiest cities i the
world. Few cities have
the boulevards and
park svstems...that

Muucon does.”

- Cyrn. B. Pavaner, PRINCIPAL,
LDR INTERNATIONAL
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“We are blessed to have a downtown with so many historic and
architectural jewels, which we must preserve and enhance for generations

of families and visitors 1o enjoy.”  -BETTy SWEET SIMMONS (MRs. WILLIAM P, SR.)
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DOWNTOWN MACON:
ONE OF AMERICA'S GREAT CITIES

Ride your bike on trails along the Ocmulgee River. See historic landmarks and
pristine fish and wildlife preserves.

Relax in a park nestled on the bank of the Ocmulgee River as children frolic in a
nearby playground.

Walk down tree-lined Cherry Street and admire beautifully restored buildings filled
with offices, cafes, shops and loft apartments.

Work, shop or live in a riverside development that is a multi-million dollar private
investment which creates hundreds of new jobs.

Visit a city where parking is convenient and getting from place to place is fast and
easy.

Live in a city with a vigorous, prosperous and diverse business climate.

This is the collective vision of our community. Macon, Georgia will soon be
recognized as one of America’s great cities. The renaissance of downtown is not
merely a wish or hope. It is a viable, practical possibility when we as future-
minded citizens capture the vision.

1 HE VISION

“Every resident,
regardless of social
SIS or economic
hackeround, will be
able to feel they have a
stake in downtown.
This is an imporiant
time for Macon. We
should feel proud of
what we are doing in
downtown. Every

citizen will benefit.”

- VIRGIL AAMS, PARTNER,
ADanms & Jorpaxn, BC.




“The depth and reach of our community spirit resides in our willingness
1o take responsibility for what we become. You and 1, in a compelling
way, must light the torch. We must show the way.”

-Dr. R. KIRBY GoODSEY, PRESIDENT, MERCER UNIVERSITY



ECHAELENG!

THE CHALLENGE AT HAND:
WHY WE MUST ACT NOwW

A New Century is upon us. We have one opportunity to script the future of our
city and our way of life to create promise and prosperity for generations. In his
book Cities Reborn, A Vision for Urban America, William Hudnut, former Mayor
of Indianapolis, noted that a vibrant central city is critical to offering citizens a
solid quality of life and competitive edge in the world economy. “It is my belief
that the future of the 21st century city depends on the ability or failure of public,
private, and not-for-profit leadership to meet these challenges.”

A New Challenge has been issued. The Robert W. Woodruff and Peyton Anderson
Foundations have issued a challenge to our community. A challenge that calls
upon all of this community’s government constituencies, individuals, corporations
and foundations to come together for the greater good of our city and its future.
Each foundation has issued a $3 million challenge grant toward the renaissance of
downtown Macon. To claim this $6 million, our community must raise an
additional $30 million.

A New Town will evolve. Many of the ingredients for a prosperous future are in
place. Macon has a broad base of economic, cultural, historical, tourism and
corporate resources. Macon is also more strategically located than any city in
Georgia.

We are calling upon great leaders and philanthropists with community spirit to
accept the challenge and invest in Macon’s future.

This is our opportunity to ensure Macon'’s vitality in a new century., Our city's
future depends on extraordinary leadership and commitment.
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“I believe we are at a
place at this moment
that Macon will not be
in for another fifty
years. We need to
revitalize our
downtown because it is
historically significant
and strategically
located. Peyton
Anderson said to me,
‘If you make your
money in Macon, you
should spend it in
Macon.” Let’s all give
so that we can make
Macon a better place

to live.”

-JUANITA JORDAN,
Execurive DIRECTOR,
THE PEYTON ANDERSON
FounDaTion




“With the launch of the NewTown Community Challenge, we are laying
the foundation and the infrastructure 1o attract and accelerate private
development, to generate more jobs, more prosperity and improve the
quality of life in Middle Georgia.”

-JOHN FRANK, PRESIDENT, SUNTRUST BANK OF MIDDLE GEORGIA



